April:

· Femina Miss India 2009
Ekta Chaudhary, 22 year old from Delhi was crowned Miss India Universe.
Pooja Chopra was chosen Miss India World.
Shriya Kishore was crowned Miss India Earth.
· Goenka awards for 29 journalists
P. Sainath, Rural Affairs Editor of The Hindu, Karan Thapar, Nidhi Razdan and Neelesh Mishra are among the 29 journalists who were conferred the coveted Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards on Monday.

Mr. Sainath and Mr. Thapar were chosen ‘Journalists of the Year’ in print and broadcast categories by a panel which included Hindustan Times Chairperson and Editorial Director Shobhana Bhartia, filmmaker Shyam Benegal and agriculture scientist M.S. Swaminathan.

The awards were presented by Chief Justice of India K.G. Balakrishnan at a function here.

Ms. Razdan of NDTV won the award in the category of reporting from Jammu and Kashmir, while V.K. Sasikumar of CNN-IBN was honoured for his reportage from the North-East.

In the category of ‘Uncovering India Invisible (Print),’ Mr. Neelesh Mishra and Nagendra Sharma of Hindustan Times won the honours. The award in the broadcast category of the same segment went to Mridu Bhandari of CNN-IBN.
· Russia has conferred the “Order of Friendship” on the former Tamil Nadu Governor, Bhishma Narain Singh, and International Council for Cultural Relations president Karan Singh. This is one of the highest state decorations of the Russian Federation and is bestowed for significant contribution to the strengthening of friendship and cooperation between nations.
· Noted journalist Neerja Choudhury was selected for the prestigious Prem Bhatia Award for her exemplary contribution in the field of political reporting.Senior journalist Gargia Parsai of The Hindu was selected for the award in the category of reporting on environment issue.Ms. Choudhury was selected for the award for “combining social conscience with commitment” to her profession. She fought for social causes and was the first and only Civil Rights correspondent for an Indian newspaper when she was serving The Statesman from 1982 to 1987.
· The Dr.Malcolm Adiseshiah Award 2009 was awarded to Dr. C.P. Chandrasekhar, Professor, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, School of social Sciences Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
· Pritzker Prize, considered one of the highest honors and an equal to the Nobel Prize in Architecture, has been awarded to Swiss architect Peter Zumthor, known for his “crisp look” buildings and his approach to design and the nature of his practice.
 
 
May:

· Air India Cargo has won the Cargo Airline of the Year award at the 26th Cargo Airline of the year Award instituted by the Air Cargo News, UK group.
· Yudhvir Memorial Award was presented to the noted film maker Shyam Benagal for his outstanding contribution to the films.
· Jaishankar Raman, Associate Professor of economics, has been named recipient of Valparaiso University’s prestigious Caterpillar Award for Excellence in Teaching.
· Alice Munro has won the Man Booker International Prize . Munro is one of Canada's most celebrated writers. She is known for her short stories. Her famous stories are Lives of Girls, Woman. Her latest collection is Too Much Happiness.
· Cannes Film Festival Awards
Sharmila Tagore served as one of the judges during the presentation of awards.
Awards presented were..
Best Film (Golden Palm award) - The White Ribbon (Austria)
Best Director - Brillante Mendoza (Phillipines)
Best Actor - Christoph Waltz (Austria)
Best Actress - Charlotte Gainsbourg (British)
Best Screenplay - Feng Mei (China) 
 
June:

· Azim Premji was awarded the US-India Business Council's (USIBC) 34th anniversary Global Vision Award in Washington for his work on furthering Indo-US relations through commercial partnership.
· Mr. Nagaratnam Naidu was presented with the Jagjivan Ram Kisan Puraskar, an award constituted by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (IACR)
· Sulabh International, an Indian organisation popular for introducing low-cost toilet technology, has been selected for this year|s prestigious Renewable Energy award. The Intergovernmental Renewable Energy Organisation (IREO) will present the award to Sulabh founder, Dr.Bindeshwar Pathak, at the United Nations headquarters.
· Christopher Lee (horror actor of Dracula) was honored with Knighthood award.
· IIFA awards :

Bollywood director Ashutosh Gowarikar|s historical love epic Jodhaa Akbar swept the 10th International Indian Film Academy (IIFA) awards here, taking home trophies for best picture, best director and best actor for heartthrob Hrithik Roshan


Best director – Gowarikar

Best actor – Hrithik Roshan

Best actress – Priyanka Chopra

Best music director– A R Rahman

Best supporting role, actor – Arjun Rampal

Best actor in comic role – Abhishek Bachchan

The other winners in the key categories were Kangana Ranaut, who won best supporting role for her performance as a troubled supermodel in Fashion, Akshaye Khanna won the best negative role for Race, Neeraj Pandey scooped the tropy for best story for his film on terrorism A Wednesday. He also won the technical award of best scriptwriter for the same film.

July:

· Rajiv Khel Ratna award for 2008-09 were conferred to M C Mary kom, Vijender Singh and Sushil Kumar.
· 15 Sportspersons were conferred with Arjuna Awards. The Arjuna awardees were

Mangal Singh Champia (archery),

K Sinimol Paulose (athletics),

Saina Nehwal (badminton),

L Saritha Devi (boxing),

Tania Sachdeva (chess),

Gautam Gambhir (cricket),

Ignace Tirkey (hockey),

Surinder Kaur (hockey),

Pankaj Shirsat (kabaddi),

Parul D Parmar (badminton- disabled),

Satish Joshi (rowing),

Ranjan Sodhi (shooting),

Poulami Ghatak (table tennis),

Yogeshwar Dutt (wrestling),

G L Yadav (yachting).
· Dhyanchand Awards : Ishar Singh Deol (athletics), Satbir Singh Dahya (wrestling).
· Dronacharya Awards: Baldev Singh (hockey), Jaidev Bisht (boxing), Satpal (wrestling), Pullela Gopichand (badminton).
· Pranab Mukharjee was conferred with the Tilak Award by the Tilak trust.
· Myanmar opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi was awarded the Mahatma Gandhi International Award for Reconciliation and Peace at a ceremony on Monday night in South Africa.T he Gandhi Development Trust in the port city of Durban has made the award.
· President Pratibha Patil presented the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament and Development to Microsoft founder Bill Gates for his charity work

Gates received the prize on behalf of his $38 billion Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. The foundation has been working for a range of issues; including HIV/AIDS.
· Mr Madhavan Nair was conferred with MP Birla memorial award

August:

· Indian sanitation expert and founder of Sulabh sanitation movement in India, Bindeshwar Pathak has been awarded the prestigious 2009 Stockholm Water prize. The award equivalent to Nobel Prize on environmental issues was presented to him by Prince Carl Philip of Sweden.
· The former director of the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), J. S. Rajput, was presented the 2004 Jan Amos Comenius Award by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). 
· Eminent Sanskrit poet Satya Vrat Shastri was presented the prestigious 42nd Jnanpith Award by the Princess of Thailand, Maha Chakri Sirindhorn for introducing a number of new genres in Sanskrit writing such as autobiography, diary and collections of letters in verse.
· The 17th Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award has been presented to Guatam Bhai of Paunar Ashram, Maharashtra, by Indian PM, Dr. Manmohan Singh. Bhai received the award for his endorsing communal harmony, peace and goodwill.
· Venezuelan Stefania Fernandez won the 2009 Miss Univere in Bahamas. The first runner-up was Miss Dominican Republic, Ada Aimee de la Cruz, while Miss Kosovo, Gona Dragusha, was the second runner-up.
· The Pakistan government has conferred its highest civilian award, Sitara-e-Imtiaz, posthumously on Gandhian Nirmala Deshpande for working towards peace, harmony and cordial relations between India and Pakistan.
· Stephen Hawking, the world’s leading theoretical physicist, was awarded with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award of USA.
· Major Mohit Sharma and Major D. Sreeram Kumar have been awarded the country’s highest peace time gallantry award Ashok Chakra. Major Sharma will be decorated with Ashok Chakra posthumously. Major Sreeram Kumar, 28 of Artillery Regiment, is presently serving in Assam Rifles. He was awarded in recognition of his service in the Operation Hifazat in Manipur.
· RajyaLaxmi Foundation has selected Sunita Narayan, Director of Center for Science and Environment for RajyaLaxmi award.
· 'Khabar Lahariya' bags UNESCO Literacy Prize
Nirantar, a non-governmental organisation, which runs Khabar Lahariya a fortnightly newspaper in Hindi run by rural women in Uttar Pradesh has bagged the prestigious UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize 2009.
· Prominent Indian social activist Deep Joshi, who has done pioneering work for "development of rural communities", was named along with five others for the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay Award for 2009, considered as Asia's equivalent of the Nobel Prize.

Joshi was the co-founder of Professional Assistance for Development Action (PRADAN) and now works as an independent consultant for the NGO which works for rural poor, promoting self-help groups, developing locally suitable economic activities, mobilising finances and introducing systems to improve livelihoods of rural people. 


October:

· Two Indian NGOs — Mumbai-based “Prerana” and “Sense International India”, Ahmedabad — are to get $100,000 each under “Stars Impact” awards (UK) for their work among disabled and poor children.
· Shahrukh Khan conferred honorary Black belt in Taekwondo by the Korean government. The actor was also appointed the Honorary Ambassador of Korea (Culture and Tourism) in India.
· Tamil Nadu’s Agricultural Scientist Subramanyam was conferred with MS Swaminathan award.
· The Right Livelihood Awards 
David Suzuki (Honorary Award, Canada) for his lifetime advocacy of the socially responsible use of science, and for his massive contribution to raising awareness about the perils of climate change and building public support for policies to address it".
René Ngongo (Democratic Republic of Congo) is honoured "for his courage in confronting the forces that are destroying the Congo's rainforests and building political support for their conservation and sustainable use". 
Alyn Ware (New Zealand) is recognised "for his effective and creative advocacy and initiatives over two decades to further peace education and to rid the world of nuclear weapons". 
Catherine Hamlin (Ethiopia) is awarded "for her fifty years dedicated to treating obstetric fistula patients, thereby restoring the health, hope and dignity of thousands of Africa's poorest women". 
· Bharat Shiromani awards for 2008-09 were conferred on the Arunachal Pradesh Governor and former Army Chief, General J.J. Singh, Law Commission Chairman Justice A. R. Lakshmanan, actor and MP Jayaprada and former cricketer and MP Mohammad Azharuddin. These awards were started in 1977 by Shiromani Institute.
· Dr. Nageswar Reddy, Director of Asian Institute of Gastroenterology has been conferred with Endoscopist award by American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy.
· Tata Motors Chairman, Mr Ratan Tata, has been named the winner of The Economist’s eighth ‘Business Process Innovation Award’. The British news weekly has selected Mr Tata for the development of the world’s cheapest car, the Tata Nano.
· Ninety-year-old playback legend Manna Dey is being honoured with the Dadasaheb Phalke award, the highest honour in Indian cinema.
· Kathrin Bringman, the Professor from Germany was conferred with Sastra Ramanujam Award for the year 2009 for his work in Mathematics.
· Indian-American Human rights activist Mallika Dutt has won the American Courage Award for her human rights work in India and the United States. Ms. Dutt presently heads “breakthrough: building human rights culture” an international human rights organization which spreads the message of social justice through popular media.
· IAEA [International Atomic Energy Agency] Chief Muhammad Al-Baradi'i was conferred the Indira Gandhi Peace Prize. 
· 2009 Nobel Prizes: 
Barak Obama (U.S.President) Won Nobel Prize in Peace for his extraordinary efforts to strengthen international diplomacy and cooperation between peoples.
Herta Muller won Nobel Prize in Literature for the Landscape of Dispossessed.

Elizabeth H.Blackburn (University of California San Francisco,CA,USA) , Carol W.Greider (Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine Baltimore,MD,USA) & Jack W.Szostak (Harvard Medical chool,Massachusetts General Hospital,Boston,MA,USA) are awarded Nobel Prize in Physiology/Medicine "for the discovery of how chromosomes are protected by telomeres and the enzyme telomerase”.

Venkatraman Ramakrishnan (MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology Cambridge,United Kingdom) , Thomas A.Steitz (Yale University New Haven,CT,USA) & Ada E.Yonath (Weizmann Institute of Science Rehovot,Israel) are awarded Nobel Prizes in Chemistry "for studies of the structure and function of the ribosome".

Willard S. Boyle (Bell Laboratories) & George E. Smith (Bell Laboratories) are awarded Nobel Prize in Physics "for the invention of an imaging semiconductor circuit - the CCD Sensor".

Charles K.Kao (Standard Telecommunication Laboratories) is awarded Nobel Prize in Physics "for groundbreaking achievements concerning the transmission of light in fibres for optical communication".

Americans Elinor Ostrom and Oliver Williamson won the Nobel economics prize for their analyses of economic governance, the rules by which people exercise authority in companies and economic systems. Ms. Ostrom is the first woman to win the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences since it was founded in 1968. 
· Hilary Mantel was selected for the Man Booker Prize for her Wolf Hall.
· Noted journalist, writer and human rights activist Balraj Puri has been nominated for the prestigious Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration.
· The Centre announced a bravery award for 22-year-old Rukhsana, who killed a top LeT militant in Jammu and Kashmir. 



